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THE UNCTAD TRAINFORTRADE PROGRAMME (TFT)

MISSION: Strengthening Knowledge and Skills for Sustainable Economic Development 

GOALS:

◆ Encourage development-oriented trade policy to 

reduce poverty and to promote transparency and 

good practices

◆ Promote digital solutions and innovative thinking to 

enhance capacities of international trade players

◆ Build sustainable networks of knowledge to enhance 

national ownership, South-South and triangular 

cooperation 

AREAS:

TRAINFORTRADE PORT MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME (PMP) 

◆ Supports port communities' quest for efficient and competitive port 

management services to increase trade flows and foster sustainable 

economic development

TRAINFORTRADE E-COMMERCE

◆ Legal Aspects

◆ Best Practices

◆ Digital Identity for Trade and Development

◆ General Course

TRAINFORTRADE TRADE STATISTICS

◆ International Trade in Services

◆ International Merchandise Trade
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➢ Intra-Africa Trade 20% to 35% (2045)
➢  Regional Value Chains: Investments 

manufacturing, agriculture, others 

54 Countries

1.2 Billion people

GDP 3.4 Trillion USD





o Countries in Africa can gain entry 
into supply chains

o Multinational to diversify in Africa 
with new supplier, producer and 
customer

Multinationals reconsider resilience









ASEAN-4: Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Thailand
East Asia-3; China, Japan and 
the Republic of Korea
South Asia-4: Bangladesh, 
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
Latin America-4: Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico and Uruguay 
North Africa-3: Morocco, 
Egypt and Sudan
Sub-Saharan Africa-3: 
Nigeria, Kenya and Ghana 
Western Asia-3: Jordan, 
Lebanon and Saudi Arabia 
North America: Canada and 
the United States of America 
Europe-3: Germany, France 
and United Kingdom

Average tariff equivalent on the value of goods traded



Trade Protectionism 
o Subsidies
o Tariffs
o Quotas
o Licensing requirements 
o Other obstacles (International sanctions and penalties, digital taxation)

❖ Trading nations have been erecting fresh barriers at a higher rate than they were 
adopting measures to liberalise trade!

❖ Protectionism is likely to make supply chain resiliency harder to attain, not to 
mention more costly









WHAT OPTIONS FOR AFRICA ?
Q TIME

✓  Deeper integration in GSCs for diversification

✓  Focus on technology intensive industries

✓  Invest in renewable energies (solar panels, eVehicules), 

technology and infrastructure

✓  Raise real wages (Africa 220 USD vs 668 USD in the 

Americas) and social protection

✓ Leverage AfCFTA
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Strengthening knowledge 
and skills through innovative approaches for sustainable economic development

http://tft.unctad.org
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