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WSP BACKGROUND
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BULGARIA

RUSSIA

ROMANIA

IMPORTS 
million US$, 2015

EXPORTS 
million US$, 2015

GDP
million US$, 2015

GNI - PER CAPITA
US$, 2015

TURKEY

38,127

143,850

343,908

60,605

1,967

2,205

25,779

UKRAINE

GEORGIA

MOLDOVA

37,516

207,207

182,782

69,858

3,987

7,730

29,652

2,640

9,950

11,720

9,510

2,240

4,120

7,480

90,615

717,808

1,365,865

177,954

6,568

13,956

50,199
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TURKEYGEORGIA ROMANIA RUSSIABULGARIA UKRAINE

15,366 22,775 9,084

189,265

254,473

182,843

13           17           6           44         55          56
Number of vessels per week 

Average vessel size 

Total weekly TEU’s capacity 

Source: Alphaliner, 2017 May

1,340 1,514 4,6274,301 3,2651,304

VI – CONTAINERSHIPS SERVICES OVERVIEW IN BLACK SEA PORTS



 Ports with sufficient water depth and facilities available have 
seen the average and maximum vessel size deployed by liner 
companies increase. Other ports have stagnated around feeder 
vessel types.

 Terminal productivity has increased – but there remain a need 
for further improvements

 Need for dredging – approach channels and berths. Clear 
planning needed for all terminal developments.  Depth 
alongside is critical to ‘future-proof’ terminals.  

 Longer berths; larger terminal area; increased gate pressure

 Larger/Havier Quay Cranes - Longer reach; Taller clearance; 
Twin/Tandem Lifts

 Increase in load on quay structures  and increase in electrical 
loads and electrical infrastructure

 Black Sea ports will need to improve their productivity and 
efficiency to convince lines to return. Bigger vessels call at 
fewer ports and need to be turned quickly. 

 New deepwater facilities will be attractive as alternatives to 
E.Med t/s hubs.

 Terminals which do not lift productivity will see market share 
decline

VII – CONTAINERSHIPS SERVICES OVERVIEW  IN BLACK SEA PORTS

Average vessel capacity [TEU]

Maximum vessel capacity calling [TEU]

Source: Alphaliner, 2017 May
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VIII - BOSPORUS STRAIT – PASSING VESSELS REVIEW

Restrictions regarding transit through the straits apply to both the Dardanelles 
and the Bosporus Strait.

 Maximum air draft: 58m (only for Bosporus);

 Maximum vessel draft: 20m;

 Maximum length(without special permission ): 299.99m;

 Special permission can be given for vessels exceeding 300m;

 Only daylight navigation is allowed then in the straits;

 Air draft limitations set the additional limit in the Bosporus.

=> Istanbul Canal?

Source: Ministry of Transport
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Major Game Changers:

 Alliance Developments 

 Changing Vessel mix

 Increased transit through Iran to Caspian Sea States

 Bosporus Canal

 Ukraine momentum

 Russia-Turkey improved relations

XI - CONCLUSIONS

 There will be pressure to handle much larger vessels on all 
deepsea trades.

 These vessels and larger consignment sizes will see the need 
for longer quays with improved access and larger (and heavier) 
cranes.

 New deepwater facilities in Black Sea region to some attract 
mainline/secondary trade services.

 Some opportunity for Black Sea transshipment hub to compete 
with East Med.

 Although Black Sea region likely to still be served via feeder 
vessels, these vessels are likely to be  bigger feeders.  

 New investments in the Black Sea Area:

 DP World

 Hutchison

 Anaklia

 Upgrading of existing facilities
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